
The Benefit of 
Native Plants

Martin Ryan



Agenda

• Introductions

• Why Native Plants?

• What Can We Do?

• No Dig Garden Beds

• Native Plant Sale May 13, 2023

• Some Resources

• Discussion
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My Introduction

• Martin Ryan, Erdenheim

• Martin.a.ryan@icloud.com

• Moved to Springfield Township in 1994

• Joined the Environmental Advisory 

Commission (EAC) in 2022

• Have enjoyed growing plants since 

childhood
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• I believe that local, distributed 
solutions can positively affect national 
policy

• Residential Solar
• Composting
• Planting for Wildlife
• Vegetable Gardening
• Voting, especially in Primaries



Why Native Plants?
Doug Tallamy

Presentation title

• Doug Tallamy is a professor in the Department of 
Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of 
Delaware, where he has authored eighty research articles 
and has taught Insect Taxonomy, Behavioral Ecology, 
Humans and Nature, and other courses for thirty-two years.

• Researches how plants that evolved elsewhere impact food 
webs and biodiversity.

• Tallamy speaks nationwide about his concerns that the 
approach to gardening must change. He contends the 
widespread planting of ornamental plants, native to other 
parts of the world, is creating ecosystem-wide problems.

• Author of the best-selling books “Nature's Best Hope and 
The Nature of Oaks” and "Bringing Nature Home: How You 
Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants."

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPP3fe74mpM
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What Can We Do?
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Shrink the Lawn

No Dig Garden Bed

20XX 6

1. String trim 
very close to 
the dirt.  We 
are trying to 
kill the 
grass!

2. Cover the grass with cardboard. Make sure 
to remove all labels and plastic tape on the 
cardboard. Overlap to ensure no light gets 
through the cardboard.

3. Cover with 4” – 6” of 
Compost.  I use the free 
township compost.



Homegrown National Park

Homegrown National Park® is a term coined by Doug and is the key to our call-to-action: 

• “Our National Parks, no matter how grand in scale are too small and separated from one another to 
preserve species to the levels needed. Thus, the concept for Homegrown National Park, a bottom-up call-to-
action to restore habitat where we live and work, and to a lesser extent where we farm and graze, extending 
national parks to our yards and communities.” 

THE MAP is an interactive community-based visual that will show each person’s contribution to planting 
native by State, County and Zip Code. 

• There will be a gauge showing progress towards our goal of 20 million acres of native planting in the U.S. 

• Importantly, the map is a way for individuals to see their part in the greater whole – creating new 
ecological networks and restoring biodiversity. 

START DIGGING! 

https://map.homegrownnationalpark.org/
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https://map.homegrownnationalpark.org/


How can we 
encourage 
more 
residents 
and 
businesses 
to get on the 
map?

8



EAC Native Plant Sale

When: Saturday May 13,  10 AM – 1 PM

Where: Free Library of Springfield Township

Native Plants sourced from Primex, Glenside PA

9



Resources
There are many additional sources

Homegrown National Park

• https://map.homegrownnationalpark.org/Dashboard/Country

Native Tree and Plant Finder

• https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/Plants

We hope you will buy Native Plants locally, but in case you can’t find what 
you are looking for…..

• https://gardenforwildlife.com/collections/all-
products?utm_source=nwf-
npf&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=npf-evergreen

Penn State Extension
• https://extension.psu.edu/
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How 
did we 
do?

• Would you like a copy of the presentation?  Email me at 
Martin.a.ryan@icloud.com

• Do you feel more knowledgeable about why Native Plants are 
important to our local habitat and food web?

• Do you feel more knowledgeable about creating a Pollinator 
garden in your lawn?

• Do you feel that the Homegrown National Park is a good way to 
encourage ourselves and our neighbors to create Native Plant 
gardens?

• We hope you will join us at the Native Plant Sale on May 13th at 
the library from 10 AM till Noon.

Thank you for your time!
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